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How to Secure Your Lab’s Future and Protect Your Family 

 
Keeping your business and family safe when the worst happens 
 
Michael was on a quiet country road when it happened.  
 
He was hit by a car. 
 
Left in a coma, Michael was unable to move or speak. He couldn’t make decisions for 
himself. 
 
As his wife Heather tried to cope, she still had to pay bills. 
 
But as much of their money was in a joint bank account, Heather couldn’t pay the bills 
herself. 
  
Instead, Heather had to apply to the Court of Protection to make decisions for Michael. This 
was slow, expensive and stressful. 
 
The couple had written Wills, but that didn’t help. 
 
These problems increase if you’re the only one who can pay salaries or make decisions for 
your business. 
 
But there is a way to avoid this. 
 
How to Make Sure the Right People Decide What Happens 
 
If something happens to you, your next of kin won’t have the automatic right to make 
decisions for you. 
 
Because without a Lasting Power of Attorney it's up to the Court of Protection who makes 
those decisions for you. This covers your finances, business, property and your care. 
 
What’s more, the Court may appoint someone you wouldn’t have chosen. 
 
Tony Carter from The Legacy Studio, describes how a Lasting Power of Attorney helps. 
 
“A Lasting Power of Attorney protects your business and your family from decision-making 
by the Court of Protection. Because the court may not make the decisions you want.” 
 
“When you create a Lasting Power of Attorney you choose who makes decisions if you have 
a serious illness or accident that affects your mental capacity. So the right people make 
decisions about your business. Whether you’re a sole trader or a limited company.” 
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Protect Your Family and Get Peace of Mind 
 
No one likes to think about the worst things in life. 
 
But thinking ahead makes life simpler for those around you. Because you help your family 
and your business avoid a complex legal process. 
 
Many people think that a Will takes care of the future. But as Tony Carter explains, a Will is 
only part of the answer. 
 
“Wills deal with your estate when you die. If you don’t have a Will it adds more stress to your 
family. But Wills don’t cover what happens whilst you’re alive and unable to make decisions 
for yourself. That’s why you need a Lasting Power of Attorney as well as a Will.” 
 
Judith Marples recently got help from The Legacy Studio. 
 
“Tony provides an essential service than many of us don't know we need until it is too late. 
However, if you ask Tony to help you with your own Will and Lasting Power of Attorney, you 
will find him knowledgeable, empathetic and professional." 
 
"The service he provides is efficient and supportive and with it he brings security for you, 
your business partners, your staff, colleagues and importantly your family. It also brings you 
peace of mind.” 
 
“If you don't have a Will or Lasting Power of Attorney, I would recommend you have a 
conversation with Tony as soon as you can.” 
 
A Simple Process, Free from Legal Jargon 
  
You don’t need a solicitor to plan your future. But it helps to get personal advice.  
 
The Legacy Studio helps people to think through their wishes and make them happen with 
Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney - both for Property and Financial Affairs and for Health 
and Welfare (England and Wales only).  
 
Tony Carter explained how the process works. 
 
“The first step is to have an initial chat about what you need. This would be in person or over 
a video call. If you go ahead I’ll talk you through the process and ask you about your 
wishes.” 
 
“Once you've paid a deposit, I draft your Will and Lasting Power of Attorney. Then after you 
make the last payment, you’ll be able to review them and make changes. The final step is to 
sign your documents so they take effect. On average it takes about 2 weeks to complete.” 
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Small business owner Eddie Portman and his wife wanted to plan ahead for the future. 
 
"Our discussions were wide-ranging and comprehensive which allowed my wife and I to 
make the correct decisions when planning for the future. With no “hard sell” we picked 
exactly what we wanted knowing everything else could be added on later.” 
 
“Getting our Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney completed has really removed the nagging 
voice from the back of our minds and the whole process was made very easy. We are 
extremely happy with the work and the results and we will recommend Tony and The Legacy 
Studio to our friends and colleagues.” 
 
Prepare Now and Prevent Costly Legal Bills  
 
“If you wait until you lose the ability to make your own decisions, it’s too late to create a 
Lasting Power of Attorney. Those around you would instead have to apply to the Court of 
Protection. So the best time to write one is now,” said Tony Carter. 
 
“The Court of Protection can take months to make decisions and it’s expensive. But that can 
be avoided if you have a Lasting Power of Attorney.” 
 
Legal costs can soon grow without a Lasting Power of Attorney. Court of Protection fees 
include: 
 

● £385 Application fee 
● £320 Appeal fee 
● £500 Hearing fee  

 
There are also ongoing fees whilst the Court supervises decisions.  
 
Protect Your Business and Family with The Legacy Studio 
 
The Legacy Studio is an affiliate member of the Dental Labs Association. 
 
Tony Carter created The Legacy Studio to help people plan for the future. He uses his 
experience to help business owners with Lasting Powers of Attorney, Wills and funeral 
plans.  Based in West Yorkshire The Legacy Studio work across England and Wales. 
 
To protect your business and your family, contact Tony for a free initial chat 
tony@thelegacystudio.co.uk or 01484 817 266. 
 
The Legacy Studio is an appointed representative of New Leaf (WWF) Ltd. 
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